The members were to meet at one another's houses once a month 1 at half-past six o'clock. When the names were called over at seven, anyone then absent was to be fined one shilling. The fine for retaining a book longer than the time allowed was fixed at threepence each day. At the end of the year the books out of circulation were to be sold by auction, and any work not realising more than half its cost was to be taken at that price by the member who proposed it. It was considered necessary to insert in the rules that no druggist should be admitted into the Society, and it was laid down that no one should be elected a member except by a unanimous vote. One rule stated that " Each member shall keep an account of the books received by him and to whom forwarded, which account shall be regularly sent to the monthly meetings at or before seven o'clock." Omission to do this involved a penalty, apparently five shillings and half a crown at different times.
The book in which the member was supposed to keep this record was afterwards known as " his green register," and notes about it frequently occur in the minutes and rules.2
The table which accompanies these notes gives the names of all the members3 during the hundred years, together with the dates when they became, and when they ceased to be, members, and also shows the constitution of the Society at each change of membership.
As the minute-book from April 21st, 1813, to January 20th, 1823, is missing,4 there is some uncertainty about 1 The day has varied from time to time. * From the beginning of the Society a ledger was to be kept by the secretary for the entry of all books received, and by whom proposed and to whom and when they were sent. With the exception of a few years these entries are in existence.
? ' In a later number of the Journal it may be possible to give some biographical notes concerning these, and the Editor will be glad to receive anything of interest in connection with them. It will be fairly easy to obtain information about some of those who were fortunate enough to die before the issue of the Dictionary of National Biography, but about many it will be a matter of great difficulty to present anything like a connected account. The desire for high-class periodical literature other than medical was frequently manifested, and in January, 1869, the Revue des Deux Mondes was ordered, but remained on the list only till January, 1870, when with the Quarterly Review and the Edinburgh Review it was discontinued.
Social changes made it desirable to alter the hour for meeting, and in January, 1871, it was decided to make this nine o'clock instead of eight, and at that hour it has since remained. And on December 4th, 1872, it was agreed that the annual meeting should be held in December instead of January, thus giving more opportunity for the transaction of business than on the evening of the dinner.
In the revised rules, which were issued in 1877, the January meeting is called the annual meeting, but in November, 1878, the resolution of December 4th, 1872, was re-adopted. In January, 1881, the rule referring to the fine-committee was elaborated with much detail, and in 1882 some minor alterations about the election of secretary were adopted.
In order to facilitate the ordering of books, it was agreed in 1883 to take in the Bookseller, a monthly trade-journal giving classified lists of new publications, and it was resolved that the secretary should produce it at each meeting ; but this useful periodical seems to have been in favour for only one year.
In 1884 the Society decided to make an effort to procure the portraits of all past members. This has succeeded to some extent, and they are preserved in albums among the archives of the Society. The Society, now so strongly representative of all that is best and highest in the profession, and with a century's good work as its voucher, could, by taking the initiative in the founding of a medical institute or club that would bring together practitioners in closer professional and social relationship, add to the usefulness which hitherto it has been able to achieve. Such an institution should elicit the practical svmpathy and hearty co-operation of the local profession, members of which should see in it an opportunity for mutual help and encouragement in their difficulties and disappointments; and the Society would have the privilege of extending, in an ever widening circle, the purpose of "pro moting medical knowledge and friendly intercourse," which its originators set before themselves as their object, and which succeeding generations have so well and so honourably maintained.
